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Court Affirms Conviction in Case of Miss, Murders 


Conspiracy Is Proved, 
Ruling States 


Conspiracy convictions of sev- 
en men in the 1964 killing of 
three civil rights workers at 


Philadelphia, Miss., were up 
held Thursday by the United 
States Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. 

The men, one a former depu 
ty sheriff and another the form- 
er leader of the White Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan, were con- 
victed in federal district court 
in Meridian in October, 1967. 

They were charged under 
seldom-used consipracy statute. 

Those convicted are former 
deputy sheriff Ray pt-^o 


Sam H Rnwprs J r#f former 
head of Klan Billv. Wavnp Pns - 



They were convicted in con- 
nection with the slaying of 


Michael Schwerner, James Earl 
Chaney and Andrew Goodman. 
Schwerner and Goodman were 
from New York, and Chaney 
was from Meridian. 

The Fifth Circuit took the ap- 
peals under advisement after 
three hours of argument last 
May in Atlanta, Ga. 

Those convicted were among 
18 persons originally charged in 
the conspiracy. Eight were 
found not guilty, and there was 
a mistrial for the other three. 

Federal District Judge Wil- 
liam Harold Cox sentenced 
Bowers and Roberts to 10 years 
each. Price and Posey received 
sentences of six years, and the 
others three years each. 

The appeals court said that it 
carefully considered the appeal 
and found contentions of the 
convicted men without merit. 

Specifically, we find ample 
proof of conspiracy and each 
appellant's complicity in a cal- 
culated cold-blooded and merci- 
less plot to murder the three 
men. 

“Upon consideration of the 
record as a whole, the trial was 
conducted fairly and impartial- 
ly. No prejudicial error was 
committed, and the judgment 
of conviction should be affirm- 
ed,” the court said. 

The seven men were, found 
guilty by an all-white jury in 
federal court at Meridian Oct. 

I !0, 1967, in a historic verdict, 
he first time in Mississippi his- 
ory white men were convicted 
n a civil rights death case. 
MASSIVE PROBE 
The arrest and indictment of 
18 men came after one of the 
most massive FBI investigations 
ever conducted in which as 
many as 150 agents j^ere de- 
ployed in the state at one time. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver, in announcing the initial ar- 
rests, charged that the slaying 
of the three young civil rights 
workers was part of a “Klan 
plot” designed originally to get 
Schwerner, a former Brooklyn 
settlement house social worker, 
who was working in civil rights 


Price, then later were delivered 
by Price to a waiting lynch par- 
ty on a desolate country road. 

Evidence producted by the 
government through testimony 
of one alleged participant and a 
signed statement of another de- 
scribed the slaying on the red 
clay road and removal of the 
bodies to a farm pond dam 
which was under construction 
some eight miles way. 

BODIES FOUND 
Forty-four days after the dis- 
appearance of the three youths 
their bodies were found under 15 
feet of red clay in the dam, five 
miles southwest of Philadelphia. 

Defense attorneys contended 
in their appeals that federal 
prosecutor John Doar commit- 
ted reversible error when he 
made a slip of the tongue and 
read the name of one of the de- 
fendants that was stricken from 
a confession given by Horace 
Doyle Barnette to an FBI agent. 

They also cited as grounds 
for reversal the clearing of the 
courthouse by Judge Cox while 
the jury was still deliberating. 

The courthouse clearing in- 
cident was answered by the gov- 
ernment as merely a precaution 
for relieving the traffic problem 
because of a large crowd when 
the jury was preparing to leave 
for their hotel or to eat. 

One of the eight major fig- 
ures a cquitted by the jury in the 
case was former Neshoba Coun- 
ty Sheriff Lawrence Rain ev. 
who was in ottice when the slay- 


ings took place. 

Others acquitted were Trav- 
is M. Barne tte: the late fifrnar 
L. Akip . Ttteridian Trailer Sales 
Co. owner; Olen Burrag e. owner 
of, the farm pond dam in which 
the bodies were found; .Tamps 
Harris - a Meridian stockroom 
worker; former 

Meridian drive-in restaurant 
owner; Hermag^Tuc]^ owner 
of a bulldozer service at Phila- 
delphia; and Richard And rew 
’Philadelphia 


causes in the Meridian area. wmicaformerT 
The government charged in hceman. 
the prosecution that Schwerner, 
accompanied by Goodman, a 

20- year-old Queens College stu- 
dent, and James Earl Chaney, 

21- year-old Meridian handyman, 
were picked up in Neshoba 
County Sunday, June 21, 1964, 
were held in jail by Deputy 


jlprua po- 


The three on whom the jury 
could not agree were E C, Ra r- 
ngtt^ now sheriff of Neshoba 
County ; a part- 

time rural Baptist minister; and 
Jerry McGrpw Sharn P a Phila- 
delprna pulpwooasupply compa- 
ny worker. 


